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AEFs of Affembly paffed in June, 1752.

Penalty of Four Pounds Current Money, to be taken to, and in the Name of
the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary for the Time being, and his Suc-
cefors for the Ufe of fuch County ; with Condition that fuch Mafter, Miflrets,
Owner or Owners of fuch Slave or Slaves, his, her, or their Exccutors or Admi-
niftratorz, fhall provide fufficient Food and Cloathing for fuch Slave or Slaves,
during the Continuance of this A& ; and not fuffer fuch 8lave or Slaves to de-
part or wander, contrary to the Intent and Meaning of this A&. Provided,
That if any Slave or Slaves fhall ran away or abicond from the Service of
his or her Mafter, Miftrefs, Owner or Owners, contrary to the Will of fuch
Mafter, Miftrefs, Owner or Owners, fuch running away and abfconding fhall
not be conftrued, deemed, or taken to be a departing amd'wﬁpdming with-
in the Intent and Meaning of this A&. e

And to the End that hereafter there may be an uniform and'vegular Man-
ner of granting Freedom to Slaves, Be 7¢ likewife Enaited, Fhat where a-
ny Perfon or Perfons, poffeffed of any Slave or Slaves within shis Province,
who are or fhall be of healthy Conftitutions, and found in Mind and Body,
capable by Labour to procure to him or them fufficient Food and Rahment,
with other requifite Neceflaries of Life, and not exceeding fifty Yeary of
Age ; and fuch Perfon or Perfons poflefling fuch Slave or Slaves as aforéfajd,
and being willing and defirous to fet free_or manumit fuch Slave or Slaves,
may, by writing under his, her, or their Hand and Seal, evidenced by two
good and fufficient Witnefles at leaft, grant to fuch Slave or Slaves his, her, .
or their Freedom : And that any Deed or Writing, whereby Freedom fhall
be given or granted to any fuch Slave, which fhall be intended to take Place
in futuro, fhall be good to all Intents, Conftructions, and Purpofes whatfoc-
ver, from the Time that fuch Freedom or Manumiffion is intended to com-
mence by the faid Deed or Writing, fo that fuch Deed and Writing be not
in Prejudice of Creditors, and that fuch Slave, at the Time fuch Freedom
or Manumiffion fhall take Place or commence, be not above the Age afore-
faid, and be able to work, and gain a fufficient Livelihood and Mainta:nance,
according to the true Intent and Meaning of this Act; which Inftrument of
Writing fhall be acknowleged before one Jufticc of the Peace of the County
wherein the Perfon or Perfons granting fuch Freedom fhall refide; which
Juftice thall Indorfe, on the Back of fuch Inftrument, the Time of the Ac-
knowlegement, and the Party making the famc; which he or they, or the
Parties concerned fhall caufe to be entered among the Records of the
County Court, where the Perfon or Perfons granting fuch Freedom fhall re-
fide, within fix Months after the Date of fuch Inftrument of Writing : And
the Clerk or Clerks of the refpe@tive County Courts within this Province
fhall, immediately upon the Receipt of fuch Inftrument, Indorfe the Time
of his receiving the fame, and fhall well and truly enroll fach Deed or Infiru-
ment in a good and {ufficient Book in Folio, to be regularly Alphabetted

in the Names of both Parties, and to remain in the Cuftody of the faid

Clerk or Clerks for the Time being, among the Records of the refpettive
County Courts; and that the faid Clerk or Clerks fhall, on the Back of e-
very fuch Infirament, in a full legible Hand, make an Indorfement of {uch
Inrollment, and alfo of the Folio of the Book in which the fame fhall be en-
rolled, and to fuch Indorfement fet his Hand , the Perfon or Perfons requi-
ring fuch Entry, paying the ufual and legal Fecs for the fame.

And be it likewife Enatled, That a Copy of fuch Record, duly attefted
under the Seal of fuch Office, fhall, at all Times hereafter, be decmed, to
all Intents and Purpofes, good Evidence to prove fuch Freedom, A
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